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LECTURE 4: URBAN PLANNING THEORY

1



2

HISTORY OF URBAN 

PLANNING????



CONTENT

 INTRODUCTION

 DIFFERENT THEORIES OF URBAN PLANNING
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ANCIENT CITIES 
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 CITY BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT .. 1800S – 1900S:

 Emphasized beauty and aesthetics.

 Think monuments, grand buildings, parks, perfect landscapes, lakes, and circular

road systems.

 SIR EBENEZER HOWARD ..1850 - 1928:

 Wrote the book Garden Cities of Tomorrow.

 Addressed population and pollution that came about by the industrial revolution

by creating garden cities.



ANCIENT CITIES 
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 SIR EBENEZER HOWARD ..1850 - 1928:

 He disliked the way modern cities were being developed and thought people should live in places

that should combine the best aspects of both town and country life.

Cities in 19th century were throws of industrialization, and

they were exerting massive forces on labor markets of the

time



ANCIENT CITIES 
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 SIR EBENEZER HOWARD ..1850 - 1928: GARDEN CITY CONCEPT



ANCIENT CITIES 
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 SIR EBENEZER HOWARD ..1850 - 1928: GARDEN CITY CONCEPT



ANCIENT CITIES 
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 SIR EBENEZER HOWARD ..1850 - 1928: GARDEN CITY CONCEPT



ANCIENT CITIES 

9

 LE CORBUSIER ..1887-1965: RADIANT CITY

MODERN MOVEMENT???

 Modernism describes a collection of cultural

movements of the late ninetieth and early

twentieth century.

 Modernism is reductive, striving towards

abstraction and purity.



ANCIENT CITIES 
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 LE CORBUSIER ..1887-1965: RADIANT CITY
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ASSIGNMENT 2

Each group should discuss and analyze only one project of the following town planning theories:

1. Modern Movement (Le Corbusier)

The following points must also be discussed in your research:

1. Introduction

2. Project concept

3. Different parts of the project

 Assignment #2 submission is next week in a Hard-copy (A4) format as well as Soft copy. 12



QUESTION EXAMPLES 

1. How did the formation and evolution of shelters in the prehistoric era develop?

2. Explain the urban planning of the first settlement in history.

3. What were the architectural and urban planning features available in Catal Huyuk?

4. What were the main design principles that ruled the ancient Egyptian cities?

5. What were the basic elements that ruled the urban planning of the ancient Egyptian (Mesopotian,

ancient Greek, Islamic,…) cities? Use sketches.
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QUESTION EXAMPLES 

6. Compare old cities and new cities in ancient Greece.

7. Compare Agora and Acropolis in the ancient Greek cities.

8. Define the following terms: Town, Acropolis, Agora, the three magnet, Forum & Hippodamus theory.

9. Analyze the main parts of the following ancient Greek city and determine it’s type.

10. Compare the Garden City and Radiant City theory.

11. Compare the different parts of the Garden City and Ideal City.

12. Explain the Garden City theory and determine an example of a city that was built upon said theory
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ANY QUESTIONS?????

THANK YOU….
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ALL THE RIGHTS BELONG TO ORIGINAL 

AUTHORS 

The references to multiple sources are text & figures 

(sketches, drawings, pictures, photos,..etc.)


